
ALOHA 1ST GRADE FAMILIES 
PLEASE USE THESE STRATEGIES FOR SIGHT 

WORD PRACTICE DURING THE EXTENDED BREAK 
 
IT IS EXPECTED THAT STUDENTS PRACTICE THE 10 DIFFERENT 
ASSIGNED SIGHT WORDS A WEEK USING ANY OF THE CHOICES 
FROM "75 WAYS TO PRACTICE SPELLING THE SIGHT WORDS". 
MOST FORMS OF PRACTICING ARE NOT PENCIL AND PAPER. DO NOT 
HAVE YOUR CHILD WRITE THE WORDS OVER AND OVER. REMEMBER, 
PRACTICE MAKES PERMANENT! BELOW IS A LIST OF  

 
75 WAYS TO PRACTICE SIGHT WORDS 

 
1. PLAY DOUGH WORDS - USE PLAY DOUGH TO FORM LETTERS TO SPELL OUT 
EACH WORD. 
2. PIPE CLEANER WORDS - USE PIPE CLEANERS AND BEND AND FORM TO MAKE 
LETTERS USED TO WRITE OUT THE WORDS. 
3. YARN WORDS - SUPPLY SOME YARN AND SCISSORS AND LET KIDS SNIP AND 
CREATE LETTERS TO SPELL OUT THE WORDS. 
4. PUFFY PAINT WORDS - MIX UP A BATCH OF PUFFY PAINT, WRITE WORDS AND 
POP THEM IN MICROWAVE TO WATCH THEM PUFF UP. :) 
5. STAMP IT! - USE ALPHABET STAMPS AND INK PADS TO STAMP OUT WORDS OR 
LET CHILD USE FINGERPRINTS TO WRITE WORDS IF YOU DON'T HAVE LETTER 
STAMPS. 
6. PAINT IT! - USE A PAINTBRUSH AND PAINT TO SPELL WORDS. 
7. FINGER PAINT - LET THEM GET MESSY AND HAVE SOME SENSORY FUN AND 
FINGER PAINT TO SPELL THEIR WORDS 
8. REVERSE CHALK WRITING (AKA WATER WRITING) - AN EASY AND FUN TWIST 
ON WRITING WORDS ON THE CHALKBOARD. USE CHALK TO COVER THE 
CHALKBOARD AND HAVE YOUR CHILD USE A PAINTBRUSH DIPPED IN WATER TO 
WRITE THEIR WORDS OVER IT. THE LIL DIVAS LOVE THIS REVERSE CHALK 
WRITING. 
9. TYPE IT! - IF YOUR KIDDOS ARE ANYTHING LIKE MY LIL DIVAS THEY LOVE 
GETTING COMPUTER TIME, SO LET THEM TYPE THEIR SPELLING WORDS ON THE 
COMPUTER/IPAD/LAP TOP. 
10.  RAINBOW WORDS - SPELL WORDS USING DIFFERENT COLORED MARKERS OR 
CRAYONS FOR EACH LETTER. 
11. SALT/SAND/FLOUR TRAY - SPELL WORDS USING FINGER OR PAINTBRUSH 
(GREAT SENSORY EXPERIENCE TOO). PUT COLORED CONSTRUCTION PAPER UNDER 
THE SALT, SAND OR FLOUR TO MAKE THE LETTERS REALLY POP. 
12. TRACE - HAVE FUN AND LET KIDS TRACE THEIR WORDS ON YOUR BACK OR 
PALM. HAVE THEM FOCUS ON PROPERLY FORMING EACH LETTER SO YOU CAN 
FEEL IT BEING DRAWN. 
13.  SIDEWALK CHALK (OR PAINT) - GO OUTSIDE AND SPELL YOUR WORDS 
USING SIDEWALK CHALK. JUST TAKING THE SPELLING PRACTICE OUTSIDE MAKES 
IT MORE FUN FOR KIDS. 
14. SHAVING CREAM - THIS IS ANOTHER FUN SENSORY EXPERIENCE. MAKE A 



THIN LAYER OF SHAVING CREAM ON A TRAY AND USE A PAINTBRUSH OR BETTER 
YET A FINGERTIP TO SPELL OUT THE WORDS. HAVE SOME NAPKINS ON HAND. 
15. TRACE IN THE AIR - WATCH AS CHILDREN TRACE THE LETTERS IN THE AIR TO 
SPELL EACH WORD. 
16. ALPHABET BLOCKS - USE ABC BLOCKS TO SPELL WORDS 
17. LETTER BEADS - USE ALPHABET LETTER BEADS AND PIPE CLEANERS TO BUILD 
WORDS 
18. LETTER TILES- SPELL WORDS USING LETTER TILES 
19. ALPHABET STICKERS - BUILD WORDS USING ABC STICKERS 
20. SMALL/MEDIUM/LARGE WORDS - HOW BORING IS IT TO WRITE WORDS 3 
OR 5 TIMES EACH? I USED TO HATE DOING IT AS A KID MYSELF SO I 
UNDERSTAND THE OLDEST DIVA NOT BEING THRILLED ABOUT DOING IT. HOW 
ABOUT JAZZING IT UP BY HAVING THEM WRITE THE WORD USING THE SMALLEST 
LETTERS THEY CAN POSSIBLY WRITE (THIS ONE IS A FAVE), THEN DOING IT 
NORMAL SIZED AND FINALLY JUMBO SIZED. IT MAKES TEDIOUS WRITING 
PRACTICE SO MUCH MORE FUN. 
21. BUILD A WORD WITH LEGOS - USING SOME TAPE WRITE THE LETTERS 
NEEDED FOR EACH WORD AHEAD OF TIME ON SOME LEGOS. MIX THEM UP AND 
THEN CALL OUT A WORD AND HAVE CHILD(REN) BUILD IT USING THE 
APPROPRIATE LEGOS AND YOU WILL END UP WITH SOME SPELLING WORD 
TOWERS. NOW THAT'S A FUN WAY TO SPELL. 
22. CRAYON BITS - USE YOUR BROKEN CRAYONS TO MAKE LETTERS AND SPELL 
THE TARGET WORDS. 
23. Q-TIP WRITING - USE Q-TIPS AND PAINT TO DOT LETTERS TO SPELL THE 
WORD OR WRITE THE WORD USING THE Q-TIP AS A PAINT BRUSH. 
24. MAGNET LETTERS - TAKE A COOKIE SHEET OR HEAD FOR THE FRIDGE, ADD 
SOME MAGNETIC LETTERS AND SPELL OUT THE WORDS. 
25. GLUE & GLITTER - WRITE OUT SPELLING WORDS IN GLUE AND SPRINKLE 
SOME GLITTER ON TOP. GLITTER MAKES EVERYTHING FUN, DOESN'T IT? 
26. WIKKI STIX - WHAT A FUN BENDABLE MATERIAL AND PERFECT TO USE IN 
BUILDING LETTERS TO SPELL WORDS. 
27. ALPHABET ROCKS - IF YOU HAVE A SET OF PAINTED ABC ROCKS THESE CAN 
BE A FUN WAY TO BUILD AND SPELL WORDS. 
28. MARBLE WORDS - THE LIL DIVAS ENJOY USING OUR FLAT BOTTOM 
DECORATIVE MARBLES TO FORM THE LETTERS NEEDED TO SPELL WORDS. YOU 
COULD ALSO USE SMALL ROCKS, DECORATIVE GEMS OR WHATEVER YOU HAVE 
HANDY. 
29. COFFEE FILTERS & MARKERS - LET YOUR CHILD WRITE THE WORDS USING 
MARKERS ON COFFEE FILTERS. ONCE YOU ARE ALL DONE, HAND THEM A SPRAY 
BOTTLE OF WATER AND LET THEM TURN THEIR SPELLING PRACTICE INTO ART! 
30. HIDDEN SPELLING WORDS - ON A WHITE PIECE OF PAPER LET YOUR CHILD 
WRITE OUT THE SPELLING WORDS USING A WHITE CRAYON. ONCE ALL WORDS 
HAVE BEEN WRITTEN USE WATERCOLORS AND PAINT TO MAKE HIDDEN WORDS 
APPEAR. 
31. PAINT (OR HAIR GEL) BAGS - POUR PAINT INTO A ZIPLOCK FREEZER BAG 
AND SEAL. USE FINGERTIPS TO WRITE WORDS ON BAG. TO ERASE, SIMPLY 
SQUISH BAG AND YOU ARE READY FOR THE NEXT WORD. 
32. ALPHA-BIT SPELLING - USE ALPHA-BIT CEREAL, ALPHABET PASTA OR EVEN 
ALPHABET COOKIES TO SPELL WORDS - THIS CAN EVEN DOUBLE AS A SNACK 
WHEN DONE REVIEWING IF YOU USE THE CEREAL OR COOKIES. 



33. PRINT WORDS - USE NEWSPAPER OR MAGAZINE PRINT TO CUT OUT FUN 
LETTERS. HAVE CHILD MAKE WORDS USING CLIPPED LETTERS. 
34. NOVELTY ERASERS - USE SMALL ERASERS TO SPELL WORDS. I ALWAYS 
STOCK UP ON SEASONAL ERASERS TO USE FOR MATH, ETC AND THEY ACTUALLY 
WORK GREAT FOR SPELLING TOO. 
35. Q-TIP OR TOOTHPICK LETTERS - USE Q-TIPS OR TOOTHPICKS TO BUILD 
LETTERS AND MAKE SPELLING WORDS. 
36. FLOWER WORDS - DRAW A FLOWER FOR EACH WORD, 1 PETAL FOR EACH 
LETTER OF THE WORD. 
37. OTHER HAND - IF YOU ARE RIGHT HANDED WRITE YOUR WORDS USING YOUR 
LEFT HAND, IF YOU ARE LEFT HANDED WRITE WORDS USING YOUR RIGHT HAND. 
38. ALPHABET COOKIE CUTTERS - USE ABC COOKIE CUTTERS TO MAKE WORDS. 
FOR EXTRA FUN, GO AHEAD AND MAKE SOME WORD COOKIES. 
39. WINDOW WRITING - USE CRAYOLA WINDOW MARKERS AND WRITE WORDS 
ON WINDOWS OR SLIDING GLASS DOORS. THEY WASH OFF EASILY AND WRITING 
ON WINDOWS OR DOORS IS SO MUCH MORE FUN THAN BORING OLD PAPER. 
40. CLOTHESPIN WORDS - WRITE LETTERS ON CLOTHESPINS AND HAVE CHILD 
PIN LETTERS TO MAKE WORDS. THEY CAN PIN ONTO HANGING STRING (THINK 
CLOTHES LINE) OR EVEN AN INDEX CARD. 
41. SNAP CUBE WORDS - THOSE COLORFUL SNAP CUBES AREN'T JUST FOR MATH. 
USE THEM TO BUILD LETTERS AND FORM SPELLING WORDS. 
42. FLASHLIGHT WORDS - SET UP AN ALPHABET CHART, TURN OUT THE LIGHTS 
AND USE A FLASHLIGHT TO SHINE ON EACH LETTER (ONE LETTER AT A TIME) TO 
SPELL WORDS. 
43. CRAFT STICK SPELLING - WRITE THE NECESSARY LETTERS ON CRAFT STICKS, 
MIX THEM UP AND HAVE CHILD BUILD WORDS USING THE APPROPRIATE STICKS. 
44. SCRABBLE SPELLING - USE SCRABBLE PIECES TO BUILD WORDS. FOR SOME 
SNEAKY MATH FUN HAVE CHILD TOTAL THE AMOUNT FOR EACH WORD. 
45.  TUB SPELLING - USE FOAM LETTERS IN THE TUB AND STICK ONTO THE WALL 
TO MAKE WORDS. 
46. SHOWER SPELLING - YES, MORE SPELLING FUN IN THE TUB. THIS TIME 
SPREAD SOME SHAVING CREAM ON YOUR SHOWER DOOR OR TILED WALL OVER 
THE TUB AND LET YOUR CHILD(REN) FINGER WRITE WORDS. 
47. BATHTUB PAINT - STILL FEELING ADVENTUROUS ABOUT THE TUB? USE 
BATHTUB PAINT AND WRITE OR PAINT WORDS ONTO YOUR SHOWER DOOR, TUB 
OR TILED WALL. IT WASHES OUT! 
48. CHEEZ-IT SPELLING - USE ABC CHEEZ-IT CRACKERS TO SPELL WORDS. THEN 
ENJOY A YUMMY SNACK. 
49. CEREAL WORDS - USING CIRCLE SHAPED CEREAL LIKE CHEERIOS OR FROOT 
LOOPS BUILD LETTERS TO FORM SPELLING WORDS. THEN HAVE A SWEET, 
CRUNCHY SNACK. 
50. PENNY OR COIN SPELLING - USE PENNIES OR OTHER SMALL COINS TO MAKE 
LETTERS AND SPELL OUT WORDS. 
51. LIMA BEANS - ANOTHER FUN MANIPULATIVE TO USE ARE LIMA BEANS. WRITE 
LETTERS ON BEANS MIX THEM UP AND PUT THEM IN A PILE FOR THE CHILDREN. 
CALL OUT SPELLING WORDS AND HAVE CHILD SEARCH FOR THE APPROPRIATE 
BEANS TO SPELL EACH WORD. 
ORAL PRACTICE - SURE YOU CAN JUST PRACTICE SPELLING YOUR WORDS OUT 
LOUD BUT WOULDN'T IT BE MORE FUN TO... 
52. SING - USE WHATEVER SONG OR BEAT YOU LIKE BUT A SIMPLE B-I-N-G-O 



LIKE SONG & SOME CLAPPING WORKS WONDERS ESPECIALLY ON THAT FIRST DAY 
OF PRACTICING WORDS. IT REALLY HELPS KIDS BEGIN TO REMEMBER THOSE 
WORDS. 
53. RAP - YES RAP! THIS IS SO MUCH FUN AND A GREAT WAY TO - S TO THE P 
TO THE E TO THE DOUBLE L, SPELLS SPELL! LET THEM HAVE FUN WITH IT AND 
GET CREATIVE. WE ALWAYS END UP IN FITS OF GIGGLES AND IT REALLY DOESN'T 
FEEL LIKE HOMEWORK. 
54. PARTNER SPELL - TAKE TURNS ADDING A LETTER TO SPELL EACH WORD. FOR 
EXAMPLE, FOR THE WORD FUN - CHILD STARTS BY SAYING THE LETTER F, 
PARENTS ADDS LETTER U AND CHILD THEN COMPLETES WORD BY ADDING THE 
LETTER N. THIS REQUIRES FOCUS AND LISTENING AND IS A GREAT EXERCISE FOR 
ELEMENTARY AGED LEARNERS. 
* IN THE CLASSROOM THIS GETS REALLY FUN AND CHALLENGING WHEN YOU 
HAVE LOTS OF KIDS PLAYING BECAUSE THEY HAVE TO BE PAYING CLOSE 
ATTENTION TO WHAT EVERYONE IS SAYING BEFORE THEM. IF THEY MISS THEIR 
LETTER, THEY HAVE TO SIT OUT THE REST OF THE ROUND. WE USED TO ADD A 
FUN WORD AT THE END OF THE WORDS TOO DEPENDING ON THE SEASON LIKE 
APPLE, PUMPKIN, WITCH, TURKEY, HEART, ETC. THE PERSON WHO SAID THAT 
WORD WAS ALSO AUTOMATICALLY OUT AND HAD TO SIT. IT WAS A FUN WAY TO 
PLAY WITH A LARGE GROUP OF KIDS. * 
55. CHEERLEADER CHANT - GIVE ME AN S, GIVE ME A P, GIVE ME AN E, GIVE ME 
AN L, GIVE ME A L - WHAT'S THAT SPELL? SPELL! 
56. RECORD - USE A TAPE RECORDER TO RECORD CHILD(REN) ORALLY SPELLING 
WORDS. 
57. MAKE A VIDEO - USE THE HOUSEHOLD VIDEO CAMERA OR EVEN YOUR PHONE 
TO TAKE SOME QUICK VIDEO OF YOUR CHILD SPELLING THE TARGET WORDS. 
58. MICROPHONE - SPELL WORDS INTO A MICROPHONE. THERE IS JUST 
SOMETHING FUN ABOUT HEARING YOURSELF LOUD AND MAGNIFIED SO HAVE FUN 
WITH IT AND PRACTICE THOSE SPELLING WORDS TOO. 
GROSS MOTOR PRACTICE - WE LIKE TO MAKE SPELLING PRACTICE FUN BY 
GETTING ACTIVE WHILE PRACTICING OUR WORDS. THIS GETS THE OLDEST DIVA 
MOVING AND PLAYING WHILE STUDYING, WHICH SHE REALLY ENJOYS. 
59. JUMP ROPE WHILE ORALLY SPELLING THE WORDS. 
60. HULA HOOP AND SPELL WORDS OUT LOUD. 
61. HOPSCOTCH SPELLING - WRITE LETTERS OUTSIDE IN CHALK OR PLAY 
INDOORS WITH LARGE LETTER CARDS ON FLOOR. HOP FROM LETTER TO LETTER 
TO SPELL WORDS. 
62. BOUNCE A BALL - BOUNCE A BALL AS YOU SPELL WORDS - 1 BOUNCE PER 
LETTER. 
63. BALLOON BOP - KEEP A BALLOON UP IN THE AIR WHILE SPELLING YOUR 
WORD. THIS ONE GETS LOTS OF GIGGLES. 
64. SWAT & SPELL - PUT LETTER CARDS ON THE FLOOR AND USING A 
FLYSWATTER, SWAT THE LETTERS IN THE ORDER NECESSARY TO SPELL WORDS. 
65. FROGGY SPELLING - LEAP LIKE A FROG AND SPELL WORDS - 1 LETTER FOR 
EACH LEAP. 
66. JUMPIN' JACK - DO JUMPING JACKS AS YOU SPELL WORDS - 1 JUMP PER 
LETTER 
67. HOP & SPELL - HOP ON ONE FOOT AS YOU SPELL WORDS, THIS IS A GREAT 
EXERCISE IN BALANCE ESPECIALLY WITH LONGER WORDS. 
GAMES AND ONLINE FUN - YOU CAN USE FLASHCARDS OR YOU CAN TAKE YOUR 



SPELLING PRACTICE TO A WHOLE NEW LEVEL BY PLAYING GAMES AND EVEN 
HAVING SOME ONLINE FUN. 
68. HAVE CHILD SPELL AND WRITE 2 SETS OF WORDS ONTO FLASHCARDS AND 
THEN PLAY AMEMORY GAME WITH THEM. 
69. WHICH IS CORRECT? WRITE WORDS ON DRY ERASE BOARD AND INCLUDE 
MISSPELLED WORDS. HAVE CHILD IDENTIFY THE CORRECTLY SPELLED WORDS. 
70. WORDSEARCH - YOU CAN VISIT SITES LIKE PUZZLEMAKER , PLUG IN YOUR 
CHILD'S SPELLING LIST AND CREATE A WORD SEARCH THAT YOU CAN PRINT. 
THEN HAVE YOUR CHILD SEARCH FOR THE CORRECTLY SPELLED SPELLING WORDS 
AND CIRCLE THEM. LET THEM USE DIFFERENT COLORED HIGHLIGHTERS FOR SOME 
ADDED VISUAL FUN. 
71. MYSTERY LETTERS - WRITE WORDS WITH MISSING LETTERS. CHILD MUST 
FIGURE OUT WHICH MYSTERY LETTERS ARE MISSING IN ORDER TO COMPLETE 
WORDS.  
72. WORD PUZZLE SCAVENGER HUNT - WRITE WORDS ONTO CONSTRUCTION 
PAPER AND CUT APART LETTERS. PUT LETTERS IN PLASTIC EGGS OR OTHER SUCH 
CONTAINER AND HIDE AROUND ROOM.  HAVE CHILD FIND WORDS YOU'VE HIDDEN 
AND PUT WORDS TOGETHER CORRECTLY LIKE A WORD PUZZLE. 
73. PUZZLE WORDS - HOW ABOUT USING OLD PUZZLE PIECES TO PRACTICE 
SPELLING WORDS? I LOVE THIS IDEA FROM NO TIME FOR FLASHCARDS. 
74. SPELLING BINGO - MAKE OR PRINT A FEW BLANK BINGO CARDS TO USE 
WITH SPELLING PRACTICE. KIDS LOVE TO PLAY BINGO. WRITE SPELLING WORDS 
IN BOXES AND RANDOMLY CALL OUT (OR USE FLASHCARDS) WORDS. CHILD 
SHOULD COVER APPROPRIATE WORDS WHEN CALLED. TO MAKE THINGS EXTRA 
CHALLENGING, WRITE ELLED INCORRECTLY IN A FEW SPACES AS WELL SO CHILD 
HAS TO DISCRIMINATE BETWEEN THE CORRECTLY SPELLED WORDS AND THE 
INCORRECT ONES. 
75. UNSCRAMBLE - USE MAGNET LETTERS OR LETTER TILES FOR EACH WORD, 
SCRAMBLE THEM UP AND HAVE CHILD PUT LETTERS IN CORRECT ORDER TO SPELL 
WORDS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


